
NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2006
The 2006/2007 Committee
So that members can get in touch with the Committee, here are the names & telephone numbers of the 2006/2007 Committee, elected at the AGM held on 6th June 2006: President - David Edwards [2334463 (h), 2463001 ext. 1384 (o)]; Secretary - vacant; Treasurer - Harkirat Dhindsa [2463001-1547 (o)]; Membership Secretary – Hjh Masnah Hj Mirassan [8855502 (hp)]; Librarian - Peter Boyce [2410011 (h)]; Committee Members - Joe Charles [2335538 (h), 2463001 ext. 1386(o)]; Abdi Negyal [2229067 (h)], Steven Dodd [8809846 (hp), 2463001-1842 (o)]; Kamariah Abu Salim [8710898 (hp)]; Ulmar Grafe [8830209 (hp)]; Ashleigh Seow [2451013 (h)]; Robert Bush [8653484 (hp)]. 

Reports of Recent Activities

We have still not received any reports of recent activities, so these will have to be deferred yet again. 

Forthcoming Events

October Meeting – Tuesday 17th October  – “The Defence Strategies of SE Asian Spiders” by Joseph Koh. 8.00 pm, Room CLT 1.17, UBD Central Lecture Theatre.

HE Mr. Joseph Koh, the Singapore High Commissioner to Brunei Darussalam, has developed an international reputation for his research on Singapore’s spider fauna, and his expertise in this area was recently recognized through Mr. Koh being made an Honorary Research Associate of the Raffles Museum at NUS in 2004. Despite pursuing a full-time career in the Singapore civil service for over 30 years, Mr Koh has continued to find time to carry out research on Singapore’s spiders, and is the author of the acclaimed book “A Guide to Spiders of Singapore” which was published in 1989 by the Singapore Science Centre. His talk to the BNS will focus on how spiders, one of the most fearsome predators of small animals, particularly insects, in the tropical forest, avoid becoming prey themselves, and how humans have copied their defence strategies.

This should be an interesting talk, with lots of entertaining slides. We hope to have T-shirts available for purchase after the talk – bring along lots of money!

October Outing  – Sunday 5th November 2006 – Walk to the Big Trees & The Wall; Kg. Sungai Besar along Jln Kota Batu, led by Young Chee Git & George Varghese.

The October outing has been postponed to November, due to the fasting month lasting most of October, and will be a repeat of a walk that has been done several times by the BNS in the past (most recently in November 2004, when Michael Quinn & Len Douglas led the group). The walk should be fairly straightforward and suitable for children (although the first part may be slippery). The plan is to meet up at the Pangsa Marazmala apartments at 8.00 am – the group can car pool from there to Spg 702 on Jln Kota Batu (counting from the Mentiri end). Chee Git has provided the following write-up for the walk:

The place we are going is Kg Sungei Besar, to some jungle area in the hills opposite where the Brunei River mouth meets the sea, at Spg 702. The first 20 minutes or so involves an up-hill walk/climb, after which it is easy level walking through some beautiful forest country. At one point, we should spot the Mengkabau Reservoir some distance away. The highlights of the walk are seeing some huge vertical rock walls (natural (?) rather than man-made) and also 3 very big and very majestic old trees. The walk should be finished in about 2½ to 3 hours, just in time for lunch. It shouldn't be hot, as the whole trail is covered in shade by the jungle. 

Please sign up for the outing at the October Meeting (just so we will have an idea of numbers likely to attend).

November Meeting - Tuesday 14th November 2006 – “The pre-Inca civilization of Peru”  by Harkirat Dhindsa. 8.00 pm, Room CLT 1.17, UBD Central Lecture Theatre.

Harkirat is the current BNS Treasurer and during a recent visit to Peru for an Education Conference (not at BNS’ expense though!) took the opportunity to see some of the country. While knowledge of Peru’s Inca civilization (fl. 15 & 16th centuries) is extensive and detailed well-known (and Machu Picchu, the Lost City of the Incas is one of the most visited sites in Peru) this talk will mainly concentrate on the less well-known earlier civilizations, including the Caral (fl. 3000-1600BC) to the Nazca (fl. 300BC-800AD). The pyramids at Caral, which were built at about the same time as the Great Pyramid of Khufu in Egypt (2600-2480 BCE), have recently been more fully explored and finds include the earliest known example of a writing system. 

We do not seem to have had many travel talks recently, although at one time we used to have one every three months or so – anyone willing to give a talk on an interesting or unusual trip, please come forward and share your experiences.

November Outing – Sunday 26th November 2006 – Walk to waterfall near Teraja, led by Ashleigh Seow.

We have had walks to the Teraja waterfall before, but this outing is to a different waterfall on a different river but in the same general area, so should be interesting. Meet at 7.30am at the building with Soon Lee Megamart & HSBC (the Lim Kwee Heng (?) building) near the Sungai Liang junction – this is on the right hand side of the KB road if coming from BSB, about 100 metres before the junction to Labi. It will take about 45 minutes to reach the junction from BSB. The plan is to have breakfast in one of the restaurants there, and then proceed up the Labi road, leaving the restaurant about 8.00am. Please note that long sleeves & long trousers are recommended, due to significant numbers of biting flies at some points on the walk, and that a small fee will be charged (B$ 2-3 each depending on numbers) to recompense our guide for his time & trouble. Ashleigh has provided the following write-up for the walk:

This is a slow walk along the first part of the former Marudi Log Walk. We will leave the Log Walk after a while and follow a trail that keeps us well inside Brunei's border till we come to a large and tall waterfall. The trail is relatively flat and open. For comparison’s sake, it is much easier than the Ashton trail and shorter and easier than the Jln. Dadap circuit. Long trousers and a proper shirt are advisable and good shoes or boots are important. Physically, any active child over 6 should have little difficulty if suitably dressed and temperamentally accustomed to the jungle.

We will be guided by Jamit, the Iban longhouse headman, who will instruct us in the ethnobotany of the area. Jamit has lived in these forests for nearly 60 years and often appears on RTB local nature programmes. 

December Activities

There will be no meetings or outings in December as the school holidays last the whole month and many members will probably take the opportunity to go away during this time.

However, the Committee is hoping to organize some activities for schoolchildren during this period, and would appreciate it if any members who will be at a loose end during the second and third week of December and who may be willing to help out with this could sign up at the October or November meetings. A provisional commitment is all that is needed at this stage – we will need to firm up the arrangements before asking members to confirm their participation. We are thinking of activities like a “nature camp” or something similar, but are open to suggestions!

 Membership Renewals

Membership renewals were due at the beginning of July, so this will be your last Newsletter if you have not already renewed (indicated by the membership number starting with “06” on the address label) or do not do so at the next two meetings. Please pass your form and membership fee (B$ 20 for Family Members, B$ 5 for Student Members) to the Membership Secretary, Hjh Masnah Hj Mirassan. 

Over the past few years, membership in the BNS has been on a downward spiral – last year we had 62 Family Members (down from 85 the previous year) and 13 Student Members; so far this year we have 49 Family Members and 13 Student Members. It would be nice to get back to the days when we had over a hundred members, but if that’s not possible, a halt to the decline would be desirable – please try and persuade lapsed members to renew, or recruit new members if possible! 













